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Boreal woodland caribou
• Boreal woodland caribou are assessed as “threatened” with extinction across Canada 

under the federal Species at Risk Act (the “SARA”).
• For species at risk in Canada, the driver of decline is habitat loss and fragmentation.
• Still, it’s often hard to know: how much habitat loss/fragmentation is too much?

Photo credit: Trevor Hesselink, Wildlands League













Caribou critical habitat/range plans

ii) biophysical attributes required by boreal caribou to carry 
out life processes. 



                                                                                                                             



2020 Recovery Strategy edit

                                                                                                                             



Impact of roads
• Alter predator prey dynamics by increasing sight lines

• Serve as gateways for more roads
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Reporting on disturbance in caribou ranges

Source:                                                                                                                      



                                                                                                                             



Policy/regulatory/legal wildlife protection tools

• ESA brought into force 2007, immediate forestry exemptions granted

• Permanent exemption for forestry from prohibitions under the ESA 
included in an Omnibus budget bill titled Protect, Support and 
Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), which passed in 
2020.

• In 2021, Minister of Environment Johnathan Wilkinson assessed that 
ON was not effectively protecting caribou habitat, recommended 
Cabinet to invoke a safety net order. Cabinet decided to grant the 
province more time to develop effective regulatory measures.

                                                                                                                             



cont’d
• In 2023, Minister of Environment Stephen Guilbeault again assessed that 

ON was failing to effectively protect caribou habitat

• A 2024 expert review of Ontario’s progress under the Conservation 
Agreement concluded that “Experts were not provided clarity as to how 
the various provincial policies and regulations work together to inform 
caribou management and recovery and how it is intended to be 
implemented.”

• This year, ESA replaced by Species Conservation Act. Definition of habitat 
significantly reduced.

• 2026 critical mineral “strategy” is more a give-away

                                                                                                                             



Most recent data

“The 2023 aerial survey is limited in 
its ability to provide comprehensive
understanding of distribution patterns
because it includes information
from one point in time and greater
survey coverage in areas of the range
where caribou are more likely 
to occur.”
                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                             
*IRAR: integrated range 
assessment report



What’s needed
• Cumulative impact lens

• Incorporation of disturbance threshold into regulations, policies

• Transparent reporting on disturbance levels, methodology for determining 
them

• Identification of priority areas for restoration

• Road decommissioning plans

• Mitigation hierarchy adoption

• Incorporation of FPIC into policies

                                                                                                                             



Thank you
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